
RESOLUTION NUMBER 174 

HONORING KAREN BRYANT AND HER UNIQUE BUSINESS “BRYANT’S ALTERATIONS” 

 

WHEREAS, this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis, during Black History Month, 

recognizes and applaud the many years of excellent service of Bryant’s Alterations an African – American,  

woman owned business located at 5816 Dr. Martin Luther King Dr. in the 22nd Ward; and  

 

WHEREAS, Bryant’s Alterations has tailored and created fashions in the City of St. louis for over 24 years 

firmly establishing itself as reliable and skilled professional service; and   

 

WHEREAS, Bryant’s Alterations did not start under this name. It’s location was originally home to Kelley’s 

Tailor. Another family owned, Black business that maintained a successful reputation in the community for 

over 40 years; and    

 

WHEREAS,  Bryant’s owner, Karen Bryant, never had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Kelley of Kelley’s Tailor 

but for a short while had the opportunity to work for his wife absorbing all the generous bits of knowledge she 

shared with Karen on the fine art of alterations; and    

 

WHEREAS, Karen has maintained her business in North St. Louis providing excellent and professional 

services to the community and modelling skills not often seen; and   

 

WHEREAS, Karen cites that many people have helped educate her and advance her business. Seamstresses 

have come out of retirement to help her in her shop.  Family members, clients and friends have shared gems of 

information concerning her occupation as well as small business matters; and  

 

WHEREAS, many people have chosen to label Karen as self educated.  In actuality she first learned her craft at 

the most prestigious educational institution of all, the Public Library.  Her mother practically raised her in the 

library where she discovered a pathway of learning, whatever the mind chooses to master; and     

 

WHEREAS, extending the help given to her, over the years, Karen has shared her knowledge with many 

students. Some have gone on to create their own fashions or small businesses.  Notably, one student named 

Cassia now owns “Sparkle's Junk Bowtique.” Even more memorable is her 35 years old nephew who helped her 

create and sew his wife's wedding dress; and    

 

WHEREAS, Karen’s future plans for Bryant’s Alterations is to continue to provide quality customer service 

and a more structured educational environment for current and future students.  She also wishes to bring more 

attention to the need for recycling and up cycling our clothing as a way to alleviate some of the destructive 

burden that discarded clothing has had on the environment all around the world; and  

 

WHEREAS, her ultimate desire is that people see Bryant’s as more than just a tailor shop.  Bryant’s Alterations 

is a symbol of the Black community supporting and investing in the entrepreneurial spirit of the Black woman. 

It is a symbol of Black families, Black neighbors, Black clientele, Black elected officials and other small Black 

businesses that support one another not with just money, but with patience, with kindness, with love and true 

good will one toward one another. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in 

our deliberations to recognize and honor, during Black History Month, Karen Bryant and her unique business 

Bryant’s Alterations for her many years of professional service and her work toward educating a new generation 

of African -American tailors.  We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution 

across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be 

presented  at a time and place and to those deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 



 

Introduced this 11th day of February, 2022 by:  

The Honorable Jeffrey Boyd, Alderman 22rd Ward 

 

Adopted the 11th day of February, 2022 as attested by: 

 

 

 

 

__________________________    _________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Lewis E. Reed  

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 

 
 

 

 


